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here we are. 

So for me, I look at any proposal that any 

person has brought forward as one that has merit. I 

think that the immediate questions �~� would have have 

sort of been voiced already in terms of we don't 

know what the consequences are of this kind of an 

increase, and particularly because the increase in 

terms of the percentage is going to be greater on 

one segment of the tax or PITT categories than 

others. So you're having -- when you have a policy 

shift, many times what happens is you don't know the 

impact of that burden. Because there's going to be 

one segment of the community that will bear the 

brunt of the burden to a greater extent than another 

segment of that community, and tpere's always 

that -- that -- I guess people saying I'm being 

un -- treated unfairly or I'm being punished or, you 

know, I've -- I'm paying more than I should pay, and 

that element will always come into it. 

I think the things that come to mind just off 

the top of my head would be for those people that 

Mr. Nishiki has spoken about, particularly the 

people that will not be able to bear that financial 

burden, and also Mr. Pontanilla talked about Section 

8 housing. I think those people are already 
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struggling, and that also is a very serious area of 

concern for me. 

I would offer perhaps a suggestion, and I 

think in the narrative that Mr. Kane had proposed he 

talked about possible rental assistance. And 

because many of our people -- and I can only use the 

west side as an example, because that's where I 

live, and most of the people that I see commuting 

every day that have struggles with living are the 

people that do work in the hotels. 

So I would ask possibly for a consideration 

that if there is any overage at all, either in what 

we have structured as an increase currently or if we 

perhaps don't reduce to the level that Mr. Kane has 

suggested in the proposal that he's given us, that 

that money in some way be channeled into a rental 

assistance fund so that those individuals who cannot 

afford to pay an increase or anyone who's struggling 

would at least be able to have that kind of relief. 

Because I once again, we don't know, but 

looking at let's say a 36 percent increase in one 

category, if you looked at a 36 percent increase in 

your rent, that -- that is really I guess, from my 

perspective, what I would be looking at. So I would 

say that would be one possible way to alleviate some 
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of that impact, by channeling any -- any additional 

revenues into that area. 

I had a couple of other notes, and one was in 

looking -- any time when we adjust the rate, it's 

always really difficult, because if you remember, 

when we reduced the rate two years ago, I think it 

was 2.1 percent, it's always hard to ask to go back 

up, very hard, especially because when you're asking 

at the point in time in which you need the rate 

increase, it may not be the best time, and that's 

kind of the situation that we find ourselves in. 

So I would just have the body think about 

when we go down in any particular category, if that 

decrease at some point in time is really not known, 

it's an unknown factor, it's really hard -- and next 

year will be an election year, and you're not going 

to want to go back up, so I think we need to think 

about that too. 

The -- I guess the -- the other thing that 

could potentially happen -- and I'm just trying to 

think of the consequences, particularly in the 

rental area, of what people may do. Already in 

order to meet mortgage payments, everything else 

that seems to be such a burden on our communities, 

we are experiencing -- every section of our island 
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is experiencing overcrowding in our small 

neighborhoods with many families living under one 

roof, not all of them related. And sometimes you've 

got six people just sharing the rent just to make 

ends meet so that they can afford to live 

comfortably. 

And I think that what we have to be careful 

of is also are those six people now going to become 

eight or nine people? That's another consideration, 

because already in many neighborhoods -- and I know 

because I drive the neighborhoods and I see seven 

and eight cars parked in front of one house that 

would ordinarily house maybe a family and maybe some 

parents or possibly two families. So those are all 

the consequences of what we do. 

So my -- my only I guess concern would be 

when you make a policy shift -- and this is a basic 

fundamental policy shift my fear would be in just 

not knowing what's going to happen. The approach 

that I've offered -- you know, and I'm not going to 

go through each category, because I think 

fundamentally anyone that looks at my proposal, it's 

very conventional. And as I said, the Budget 

Director and his staff just basically addressed the 

things that I asked for, and it was how could we not 
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have a negative impact on the people who are least 

able to afford it? 

So I looked at the area of Circuit Breaker t 

increasing that. I looked at the area of homeowner 

exemption and increasing that to protect those 

people in those categories t and then fundamentally I 

went in an across the board shift to try to at least 

paint a picture or give options to the Council 

members as to having everybody share the pain 

equally, or at least across the board. 

Mine was a more conventional approach because 

of the situation that we face right now and all 

these financial uncertainties in a global senset and 

I tried to maybe use a little bit different approach 

because whenever you shift policYt there is always 

that resistance and there's always that unknown 

factor. So while my approach is maybe not as much 

out of the box aS t you know t Mr. Kane's approacht I 

think they're both approaching the problem that we 

have that's before us, which is how are we going to 

pay for the budget shortfall that we currently facet 

continue to provide the level of service to our 

community that they have indicated they Xwish t and 

not hurt the people that are already suffering? 

So I -- I will abide by whatever the body 
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1 wishes to do, and I thank all the people that have 

2 worked on all the proposals to bring their thoughts 

3 forward. So those are my comments. I'm open to 

4 anything, and I don't want to raise taxes either, 

5 but I think that I would prefer not to have the 

6 people in this community suffer the consequences if 

7 we don't do the prudent thing, which I think is 

8 maintain our community and our quality of life the 

9 way that people have indicated they want it 

10 maintained. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

11 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Mr. Carroll, comments? 

12 COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Thank you, Chair. There's been a 
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lot of talk about impact. There's no such thing as 

having more taxes without having negative impact. I 

don't care how you structure it. It always trickles 

down to the lowest people in the income scale no 

matter what you do. 

I think this proposal is the best one I have 

seen for many years. I think it's worth trying for 

a year. I think during that year we can evaluate 

and see how it works. I think it's a good starting 

point. It satisfies the immediate need, which is 

why we're having this discussion. It's different. 

It's scary, because, as been said r it's not the 

usual thing. It would be so easy just to take 
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1 Ms. Johnson's proposal or do it this way we always 

2 did it and just be status quo, but I think this is 

3 innovative. I think it will force us to think. I 

4 think it will bring a lot more people to the table, 

5 a lot more people to the Council with different 

6 ideas how to improve it. 

7 I think there will be a lot of discussion and 

8 during the year I think we'll have enough 

9 information and we'll know enough to maybe have one 

10 of the most innovative and fair tax policies in the 

11 State. I would hope that we do, and I'm just as 

12 afraid as everybody else. But we can either be a 

13 lion and stand up and fight for our people and do 

14 the best we can, or we can be a whale washed up on 

15 the shore. I think we need to be a lion. I think 

16 we need to step out, and I believe this is the right 

17 direction and I still support it. Thank you. 

18 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much, Mr. Carroll. One 
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second, please, Mr. Nishiki, maybe two seconds. I 

would say I'm happy, first, that many of you have 

made some very good contemplations and have thought 

deeply about this proposal. Let me just share with 

you a few thoughts, and let me say that instead of a 

fear, I think you need to see this as an 

opportunity. Instead of a potential problem, you 
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should maybe view this as the potential solution. 

You know, it's so much easier to focus on the 

problems than trying to focus on the answer to it. 

So what I would say is that regardless of 

this deficit that is driving part of this discussion 

this evening, we have already been told more than 

one time, many times, that there currently exists 

abuses within the homeowners exemption and that the 

annual increases due to assessments or inequalities 

in the assessment program in the end drives the tax 

collection amount. And regardless of whether we had 

this financial situation that we are trying to make 

up this evening, I would have hoped we would have 

still had this discussion, even if we were balanced 

right now. 

Because the current system, as we have been 

told by all different types of people in different 

categories of landownership or taxation categories 

has mentioned to us it needs to be adjusted and 

improved. So what I will say to all of you is that 

yes, this evening we are concerned about how we have 

made the adjustments and that we are looking at 

raising additional revenues r but the problem existed 

prior to that that we are trying also to address. 

And so saying that, Members, if part of this 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS r INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



BF 4/25/03 259 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

proposal that is different -- and I look it as a 

possible solution, because I was part of a Council 

that addressed it from the standard straight across 

the board approach and it bought us time and 

obviously it was insufficient amount of time to 

correct the structural deficiencies. This now gives 

us a new opportunity, each and everyone of us. 

So let's look at what this proposal that I 

have sat, contemplated, and listened to all of you 

can present for us. If you recognize rentals as 

businesses, then should they not be put in a proper 

category equal to business and commercial rates? 

Often the rentals that Mr. Kane brings to light this 

evening, where does it occur? In residential areas 

competing against the homeowner. What this 

structure brings is a reduction to the homeowner, so 

where if you are following the Code as in the 

proposal, you as the homeowner have a tax break and 

this proposal further lowers that amount from the 

current situation. 

If this proposal is properly thought out and 

we do our proper safeguards, addressing the concern 

of the business as a rental, the apartments as 

rentals, then possibly it may be a motivation to 

encourage the consideration for homeownership, 
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because of a difference in the tax rate now makes it 

much better sense. If you are going to pay $1,200 a 

month for rent, why would you not consider in this 

economy with the current interest rate a $1,200 a 

month mortgage? 

Now, we all know that part of the rate for an 

apartment is supply and demand. The demand 

obviously does not adequately meet the supply. The 

supply does not adequately meet the demand, so the 

rates are high. So we have heard the comments that 

the owner/lessor is going to go after the renter, 

and I would say he does it regardless anyway. 

So what can we do by part of this program if 

we structure it right? I would say you could 

approach it from one of two ways or a combination. 

Utilize part of the comments of Mr. Pontanilla, use 

Section 8 as possibly the guidelines, that is a 

verified and acceptable Federal level to assess 

income. Provide the renter with possibly an 

affidavit signed by the owner, that I kind of tossed 

out as an idea last night, and provide the renter 

some type of credit or subsidy or an adjustment, and 

that is one way to possibly address it. 

Or you could say maybe we should help the 

lessor/owner. And you would say why? Well, if the 
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lessor/owner can have some type of consideration too 

financially, even if it's paying the higher rate, 

then maybe that person or owner would say it might 

make sense for me now to support and allow my unit 

to be used for long-term rental and possibly add 

units to the market and add to the supply side of 

the equation. Competition and supply, in our 

understanding of American economy, should help 

either maintain or lower the price. 

I think the area of home exemption is 

critical. If this new idea may work, then how do 

you protect the homeowner category from abuse? 

Well, obviously we need to strengthen what qualifies 

for homeowner exemptions. If you concerned that 

those that out of State have now the same advantages 

as the kamaaina family, then look at new ways to 

reinforce it. If you1re in a working class area 

whether you work or not, file taxes in the State of 

Hawaii, registered to vote in this County_ Prove 

your residency. Show you are here more than half 

the time as part of the requirements for home 

exemption. 

I would say, Members, that this intrigues me. 

I don't know if welre going -- I hope we can reach 

some type of conclusion this evening, maybe not. 
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I'm going to push you and make you work hard to see 

if we can do it. If not, I've already asked you to 

clear your calendars for tomorrow, but look at this 

as an opportunity and a possible solution that will 

allow us the time to go and fix the total structural 

deficiencies that we know we need to work on, but 

that is for another day and many other meetings. 

So I thank you, and I think Mr. Kane, you 

have motivated me, because I'm going to motivate you 

this evening, Members, and challenge you, because I 

think we can wrap it up. This is something 

different. I can tell you I've had many, many 

calls. I have members of COMET. I've had calls 

from Kula. Just today I've had calls from Molokai, 

I've had calls from Lanai. I have had calls from 

East Maui, West Maui, South Maui, Central. This is 

a rare day for me. Almost every single region has 

made a call to my office, and it's one of two 

things, either try something different in the real 

property tax or support transportation needs. 

It's fabulous that people are aware of what's 

happening and they are voicing their opinion. So 

take heart, be courageous. That is why you are 

here. Stop looking at the problems. Look at the 

solution, Members. And with that we shall take a 
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1 break, and when we come back, let's get to the 

2 numbers. We shall stand in recess for 15 minutes. 

3 (Gavel) . 

4 RECESS: 9:50 p.m. 

5 RECONVENE: 10: 20 p.m. 

6 CHAIR HOKAMA: (Gavel). Okay, Members, we need you to 

7 reconvene. I believe after discussing with some of 

8 you, we still need additional time so that we can 

9 present financial options for consideration, then we 

10 can settle the budget, I believe, this evening. So 

11 we will now, againr go back into recess and continue 

12 to discuss, Members. I know a lot of you have 

13 different variations of the concept from Mr. Kane, 

14 so I'll provide the time. We shall return at 11:00 

15 p.m. (Gavel). 

16 RECESS: 10:20 p.m. 

1 7 RECONVENE: 11 : lOp. m. 

18 CHAIR HOKAMA: (Gavel). Okay. We shall reconvene the 

19 meeting of the evening of 25, April, 2003. Members, 

20 we need a few more -- I think we can wrap it up, so 

21 we will stay in recess until 11:30 p.m. (Gavel) . 

22 RECESS: 11:11 p.m. 

23 RECONVENE: 11: 34 p.m. 

24 

25 

CHAIR HOKAMA: (Gavel). Okay, Members, thank you very 

much for all of your efforts and cooperation in 
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1 helping us craft a new approach, an opportunity to 

2 address PITT Codes and to see if we can bring, to 

3 what we can at this point in time, the rates, 

4 some bring about, I would say, some fairness in 

5 what we have heard in the areas of homeowner 

6 exemption abuse, as well as the concern of the 

7 inequities in the assessments. Although in the 

8 areas of homeowners abuse, Members, we would need to 

9 work through ordinance to help craft stronger and 

10 enforceable languages in the area of what would 

11 qualify for homeowners exemptions. 

12 I believe I have made a commitment to all of 

13 you that the Chair will after this budget review 

14 session make a very concerted effort to look at all 

15 of those areas, including the total tax structure, 

16 as well as, again, we will put forth the Committee's 

17 efforts in addressing how to bring about fairness 

18 and additionally, I would say just so -- think about 

19 what I was going to say. It will be fair about the 

20 assessment process and how we look at properties to 

21 arrive at the proper tax rates. 

22 What you see before you is a version of 

23 Mr. Kane's original proposal, so, Mr. Kane, if you 

24 would please. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman and 
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1 Members. And againr I truly appreciate all the 

2 comments that were said, and they're all extremely 

3 valid points. And so I think what you're looking at 

4 hopefully reflects or at least attempts to reflect 

5 some of the issues that were brought forward. So if 

6 I canr Mr. Chairman, I'd like to walk through 

7 this -- this proposal. 

8 CHAIR HOKAMA: Please do. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you. And r Members r I guess 
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I'll focus on the PITT class numbers r and I'll just 

go right down the row so we can see what those 

changes are. Under the PITT Codes numbers 1 and 2 

for improved residential and apartment r after 

listening to the concerns r we have reduced even 

further the rate from the original increase that you 

folks see in my original proposal. And so we have 

reflected there going instead of being up at 6.75 

and then coming down to $6.50 or somewhere around 

there r we've made the adjustment down to $6.23. 

In commercial/industrial we did not keep the 

first two PITT Codes as mentioned the same as them r 

we're actually -- but we're still providing a 

reduction for commercial and industrial from 6.75 

down to $6.50. As I stated in the beginning r we are 

going to be tackling the agricultural PITT Coder and 
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conservation, as you can, see is probably one of our 

lowest. 

Hotel/resort, Members, the proposal after 

listening to the issues that were brought forward, 

we will leave at $8.30, but the proposal is to 

reduce the FOG, which is a $350,000 charge, and 

which I think was the adjustment from 110. We're 

going to keep it back at the $48 per ton fee. We're 

also going to apply a $250,000 one-time increase to 

MVB, and this will help with, among others, the Iraq 

war impacts as well as SARS. And so they'll stay at 

the same rate, but we at least we'll show them that 

we're providing them with some relief for this tax 

cycle. 

The other adjustment that we'll show we have 

a zero balance budget is restoring full -- full 

requirements or the full request for the MEO bus 

replacement, which is I believe 322,000 and change, 

and finally recognizing what Mr. Carroll has been 

keeping us updated on with respects to the air 

ambulance match, we will in this -- in this budget 

proposal recognize 62,000. So we'll take the number 

from 550,000 up to 612,000 to recognize that 1 

million match from the State, and the County's 

dollar amount will be 612,000. 
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1 Members, this, again, is an attempt to try 

2 and address the concerns that were brought forward 

3 and still tries to maintain as much as possible 

4 the -- the intent of the proposal to do the 

5 fundamental shift that I discussed earlier, and I 

6 hope that I can -- I hope that we can come together 

7 and approve this revised proposal. 

8 Mr. Chairman, thank you. 

9 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much, Mr. Kane, for your 

10 

11 
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willingness to listen to the comments of the members 

during earlier discussions and to make adjustments. 

I think this has been a budget review cycle that, as 

Member Johnson was kind enough to share with me, I 

think each of us has extended to one another an 

extra hand of patience, an extra hand -- or ear of 

listening, and of course an extra ounce of heart to 

cooperate with one another. And I think this is 

definitely a visible effort of trying to continue to 

work together. 

I would say I am pleased. I will use the 

phrase we have heard from some of our regular 

visitors, that for in the area of the visitor 

industry, that is major engine for us, we are adding 

this year added value. And we hope that they can 

appreciate the situation we that we are in, that 
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1 we make this effort knowing the importance of 

2 maintaining their health and their continued 

3 contribution in their payment of taxes to the County 

4 to move us forward. 

5 So I share that. I believe we have addressed 

6 many different areas. We have shown we have 

7 listened. We have made those adjustments that I 

8 believe is fair and responsible t and so I will ask 

9 each of you if you have a comment t to provide it so 

10 that we may move forward on this revised request. 

11 Mr. Carroll? Comments? 

12 COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Thank you t Chair. I really like 

13 this proposal. I'm very proud of the Council for 

14 working together and coming out with this, and I 

15 support what's before us. Thank you. 

16 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Ms. Johnson? 

17 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: The only one that I question right 

18 now is the -- the fats t oil t and grease t only 

19 because that is in the area of I guess where the 

20 impact is generated t and that would be the only one 

21 that I might have a question on, in the fat, oil t 

22 and grease t because I'm trying to tie that into some 

23 kind of rationale because we're trying to make each 

24 area more self sufficient. 

25 CHAIR HOKAMA: That is correct. 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: So what I'm looking at is the 

2 impact in trying to meet that mandate. And so that 

3 might be the only area, and I don't -- that was 

4 350,000, I believe. 

5 CHAIR HOKAMA: That was correct. And, Ms. Johnson, if I 

6 may say, this does not stop our efforts. I'mhoping 

7 that you would view this as a deferral of time. 

8 Because we are looking at the visitor industry to 

9 still provide, if you will notice, the lion's share 

10 of revenues, and that in an effort to try and show 

11 we are trying to look at all of the categories as 

12 best we can, because of some member's very strong 

13 stance about how they view the rates, this is a very 

14 I think sincere effort by Mr. Kane and other members 

15 to at least show our good faith in providing some 

16 type of value and return of the $40 plus million we 

17 expect the visitor industry and their properties to 

18 pay in taxes. 

19 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay, that was the only comment I 

20 had to share at this time. Thank you. 

21 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Mr. Mateo. 

22 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I'm pleased 

23 with the compromises and I'm ready to support .it. 

24 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Mr. Molina? 

25 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Chairman. I don't know 
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1 where to begin. I think I drove you and your staff 

2 as well as the maker of this proposal, Member Kane, 

3 a little crazy with my several suggestions, but I 

4 can tell you this, Chairman, we all have to 

5 compromise. And I -- this is a compromise I can 

6 live with. I think it's fair. I believe it 

7 achieves our goal to help not only balance this 

8 budget but address additional needs in our 

9 community. It helps to lessen the blow of the fee 

10 increases that we've talked about. And, Chair, I 

11 look forward to discussing the restructuring of our 

12 real property tax system in the near future. 

13 And I want to commend Councilmember Kane. As 

14 I stated earlier, this was a very bold proposal, and 

15 also Member Johnson. They helped to stimulate us to 

16 get even more creative at this hour of the evening 

17 to address this matter of real property tax 

18 increases. Yes, it's been increased, but we've 

19 tried to lessen the blow a little bit on everything. 

20 So this is something that I can live with. I'm 

21 happy, and I appreciate the efforts of everyone on 

22 this matter. Thank you. 

23 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Mr. Nishiki. 

24 VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: I will save my comments. 

25 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, thank you. Mr. Pontanilla. 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I too 

2 would like to commend the Council Chair Dain Kane 

3 for making this bold move. I think this is 

4 something that we can all live with. Earlier I had 

5 made a comment in regards to the reduction of the 

6 rate for the hotel industry, but I think by 

7 compromising, leaving the rate where it is, reducing 

8 some of their fees, kind of lessen the blow on that 

9 particular industry. Again, I want to commend 

10 Council Chair Dain for making this bold move. Thank 

11 you. 

12 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Ms. Tavares. 

13 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yes, thank you very much. I can 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

support this revision. I just wanted to tell the 

members 'that they should thank me also because I 

didn't submit my proposal, and if I had submitted my 

proposal, we still would be here to Sunday morning, 

but I know we've all been thinking about the real 

property tax system and, you know, we say it's 

broken. Fix it. It is broken beyond anything, and 

we keep hearing it year after year. 

So I see this, as we said before, as the 

beginning, the start. I look forward to lots of 

engagement with the community, with members of our 

community who are interested in this area, and to 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



BF 4/25/03 272 

1 help us together craft a real property tax system 

2 that is something that all can say is fair and 

3 people will not mind that we have to pay taxes. We 

4 still have to pay it. Death and taxes you can't 

5 escape. So at least if we can take care of this 

6 part, make it more palatable, we'll leave it to 

7 others to work on the other part of the inevitable. 

8 I thank all the members for their input. I 

9 thank Mr. Molina for not giving us his six versions, 

10 and hopefully he will tell us, you know, where we 

11 can get the same prescription that he's on and we'll 

12 all be real lively in the future. But thank you, 

13 Mr. Kane, for presenting this. And thank you, Jo 

14 Anne, also for trying to work it out. And I'm glad 

15 we didn't have to look at hers( because I didn't 

16 bring my microscope today, but I think we're all 

17 thinking about it. And I think the community can 

18 really be proud of the fact that their members are 

19 truly trying to represent them, and I feel it a 

20 privilege to be part of this Council. Thank you. 

21 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you for your comments, Members. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Members, you have the revised proposal before you. 

This will bring us into balance. We will have a 

budget that revenues and expenditures match up and 

the bottom line is zero. It has provided for many 
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1 different areas of our community, in the 

2 non-profits, we have made improvements under the 

3 area of transportation, we have also provided a 

4 reasonable, I would say, and fair consideration in 

5 the area of capital improvement projects, including 

6 funds for major land acquisition considerations. So 

7 I can say that I am deeply privileged to be a part 

8 of this Committee and deeply honored to Chair this 

9 Committee on your behalf. 

10 Before we end, Members, I will ask for your 

11 consensus on the proposal as presented in revision 

12 one of Mr. Kane's proposal at this time. Any 

13 objections? 

14 COUNCIL MEMBERS: No obj ections. 

15 CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Nishiki? 

16 VICE-CHAIR NISHIKI: One. 

17 CHAIR HOKAMA: Fine, we have one objection at this time. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

But as for consensus purposes, we need to move this 

forward and the Chair would deem it with sufficient 

support for consensus to move forward. This is not 

the final vote. 

I would ask for no objections that you allow 

the Chair and our Committee Staff over the weekend 

to make those minor adjustments to ensure that we 

are in full compliance and prepare the ordinances 
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1 for a vote on Monday, which we have allowed for the 

2 final adjustments and whereby by procedure we'll 

3 enter into the formal voting process. Any 

4 objections? 

5 COUNCIL MEMBERS: No objections. 

6 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much. Any announcement, 

7 Members? Ms. Johnson. 

8 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I just wanted to thank everyone -

9 again, you know, for all their dedication, and the 

10 Staff. And I know that, you know, when we go home 

11 at night, they're usually still here. So I know 

12 it's been difficult for everyone, but I want to 

13 thank everyone. And I really appreciate everybody's 

14 patience. 

15 And I want to thank the people that have also 

16 sat with us through this process too and fed us, not 

17 always the most slimming foods, but, you know, it's 

18 really -- it's been a challenge this year, but I 

19 think that we've come together. And if there's any 

20 extra money that you accidentally find there that's 

21 extra could you please put it back in community 

22 partnership grants? 

23 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. 

24 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: That's my only -- that's my only 

25 kind of like thing that I really feel bad about, 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



BF 4/25/03 275 

1 because I just wish that we had been able to do a 

2 little bit more in that area, because I really feel 

3 that some -- some of those programs may not be 

4 around, but I don't know we'll -- if we've gotten 

5 through this challenge, maybe we can find some other 

6 creative way between now and the beginning of the 

7 new fiscal year to deal with that. Maybe we'll get 

8 an unexpected windfall. 

9 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. I believe we have made and met 

10 the challenge to get over the hump for this year, 

11 Members, and I think we have created enough 

12 motivation and speed in the right direction that we 

13 will have a better year next year as we look at the 

14 2005 budget. 

15 So, Members, if there are no other 

16 announcements -- Mr. Molina. 

17 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah, one last announcement, and 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

this one's more of a personal one, Member Tavares 

alluded to the fact that I'm taking some 

prescription medication, and I promise no more 

revisions, but the reason for that is this morning I 

experienced an automobile accident on the way to 

taking my daughter to school, and fortunately there 

are no serious injuries, although I am in some 

discomfort. I know some people have asked me what 
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1 the sling is for. So I'm just happy to be here t and 

2 my daughter is fine t although she did have a little 

3 bumpt but I wanted to personally thank the Maui 

4 Police Department for their very rapid response t 

5 along with the paramedics. So I'm very thankful for 

6 that t and againt thank you all for -- who have 

7 expressed your concern. And my wife especiallYt 

8 she's been waiting on me hand and foot. So I don't 

9 know how long that will continue t but there's 

10 something good that came out of itt but all my love 

11 to my wife and family and to all you folks for your 

12 care. Thank you. 

13 CHAIR HOKAMA: Any other announcements t Members? Ah t 

14 thank you t Ms. Tavares t you shall do the 

15 ceremonial -- we have reached and made the deadline t 

16 Members. 

17 AUDIENCE: Applause. 

18 CHAIR HOKAMA: I would just like to add t before I adjournt 

19 Members t our sincere appreciation to the Staff t as 

20 well as the Office of Corporation Council. 

21 AUDIENCE: Applause. 

22 CHAIR HOKAMA: And I also express my thanks to Mr. Dani 

23 

24 

25 

Agsalog t representing the Budget Office. This is 

his first experience with us. I know it has been a 

learning process t but we thank you t Mr. Agsalog t for 
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1 your patience and assistance to this Committee. 

2 AUDIENCE: Applause. 

3 CHAIR HOKAMA: And one thing I am pleased, Members, is 

4 that I think what you see in the gallery of those 

5 dedicated people that join us day and night over the 

6 process, I think you can take it as a sincere sign 

7 of the community, that they are interested in what 

8 you do, they are concerned about what we do, and 

9 that they are willing to participate. Because they 

10 are part and we are all one family, that what we do 

11 affects each and everyone of us. 

12 So I thank you folks for being here r members 

13 of the community. I hope that your presence here 

14 will also indicate that the people out there in our 

15 County is paying attention to their government and 

16 holding us accountable for what we do, because we 

17 take pride in having the privilege of serving the 

18 County of Maui. 

19 AUDIENCE: Applause. 

20 CHAIR HOKAMA: So saying that, Members, thank you very 

21 much. We have made it five minutes before the 

22 

23 

24 

25 

deadline I had anticipated. Get good rest, because 

Monday we shall return at 9:00 a.m. to continue the 

finalization process of decision making. So have a 

good and safe weekend. This meeting is adjourned. 
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. 1 (Gavel) . 

2 COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. 

3 ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

4 ADJOURN: 11: 56 p. ffi. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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1 C E R T I F I CAT E 

2 STATE OF HAWAI I 

3 SS. 

4 CITY AND COUNTY OF MAUl 

5 

6 I, Jessica R. Perry, Certified Shorthand Reporter 

7 for the State of Hawaii, hereby certify that the 

8 proceedings were taken down by me in machine shorthand and 

9 was thereafter reduced to typewritten form under my 

10 supervisioni that the foregoing represents to the best of 

11 my ability, a true and correct transcript of the 

12 proceedings had in the foregoing matter. 

13 I further certify that I am not attorney for any of 

14 the parties hereto, nor in any way concerned with the 

15 cause. 

16 DATED this 22nd day of May, 2003, in Honolulu, 

17 Hawaii. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

,/, .. 
~essica R. Perry, CSR 
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